
















































THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION 

LEGISLATION NO: _0002-22__          SPONSOR: Eugene Tso 

Please note:  This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation 

chapters and public use.  Any political use is prohibited.  All written comments received 

become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo 

Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review.  Any 

tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17 

N.N.C. §374 et. seq. 

TITLE:  An Action Relating to the Resources and Development, the Health, 
Education, and Human Services, The Law and Order, and the Naabik’íyáti' 
Committees, and to the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 17 of the Navajo 
Nation Code to Establish Criminal Penalties for Vicious Dog and Other Animal 
Attacks 

Date posted:     January 07, 2022 at 4:50PM 

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navajo-nsn.gov 

Written comments may be mailed to: 

Executive Director 
Office of Legislative Services 

P.O. Box 3390 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

(928) 871-7586

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters, 
position papers, etc.  Please include your name, position title, address 
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required.  Anonymous 
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet. 
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THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 
 

LEGISLATION NO.:  0002-22 
 
SPONSOR:  Honorable Eugene Tso 
 
TITLE: An Action Relating to the Resources and Development, the Health, 
Education, and Human Services, the Law and Order, and the Naabik’íyáti' 
Committees, and to the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 17 of the 
Navajo Nation Code to Establish Criminal Penalties for Vicious Dog and Other 
Animal Attacks 
 
Posted:  January 07, 2022 at 4:50 PM 
 
5 DAY Comment Period Ended: January 12, 2022   
 
Digital Comments received:  
 

 
Comments Supporting None 

 
Comments Opposing 

 
None 

 
Comments/Recommendations 

 
1) Glenda Davis, Animal Rez-Q, Inc. 

 
 
 
______________________________  
  Legislative Tracking Secretary  
    Office of Legislative Services   
  
____________________ ______  
                    Date/Time 

01/13/22; 7:00 AM



Legislation No 0002-22 Sponsor Eugene Tso

LEGISLATION NO:  0002-22
SPONSOR: Eugene Tso 
TITLE: An Ac�on Rela�ng to the Resources and Development, the Health, Educa�on, and Human Services, The
Law and Order, and the Naabik’íyá�' Commi�ees, and to the Navajo Na�on Council; Amending Title 17 of the
Navajo Na�on Code to Establish Criminal Penal�es for Vicious Dog and Other Animal A�acks

Legisla�on #0002-22 is a criminal code that is long overdue.  It is paramount that the health and safety of our
Navajo People be protected against any vicious dog and other animal a�acks.  No longer should our tribal
na�on allow a life to be taken by a vicious animal.

I would to respec�ully request if the 24th Navajo Na�on Council would be willing to include animal cruelty to
help Legisla�on #0002-22 become more rounded whether at this session or in a future council session.  No
animal should be starved to the point of a�acking and ea�ng the flesh of a human.  Several dog mauling cases
on Navajo resulted in the impoundment of dogs un�l the impounded dogs defecated to determine whether
human flesh was ingested by the dogs through tes�ng completed at state veterinary laboratory.  Some dogs
were immediately euthanized and the intes�nal track removed and sent to a state veterinary laboratory to
iden�fy human flesh.  No animal should suffer to the point of ea�ng a human.

 In 2018, the Navajo Na�on Animal Control Ordinance was amended a�er 34 years.  We updated the code to
assist the animal control officers and create more responsible pet owners.  For whatever reason, animal
cruelty was removed and never included as a Title 17 code.  This was the language of the removed sec�on that
was to be a part of CJY-64-18.

Cruelty; molesting; neglect; abandonment; animal fights; hoarding; exception; penalties; forfeiture.  

1. The following is prohibited:
1. Cruelty: It is unlawful for any person to willfully or maliciously deprive or refuse a Dog or Cat

proper and Adequate Care, kill, beat, sexually abuse, torture, maim, poison, inflict physical injury,
disfigure or scald any Dog or Cat, except that reasonable force may be employed only to drive off
and repel vicious or trespassing Dogs or Cats. Cruelty also includes every act or omission, which
causes or unreasonably permits the con�nua�on of unnecessary or unjus�fiable pain and
suffering.

2. Moles�ng Dogs and Cats: It is unlawful for any person to tease, annoy, disturb or molest any Dog
or Cat which is on the property of the Animal Owner or under the control of the Animal Owner.

3. Neglect:
1. It is unlawful for any Animal Owner of a Dog or Cat to fail or neglect to provide said Dog or

Cat with Adequate Care. Any Dog habitually kept outside shall be provided by the Animal

glenda animalrezq.org <glenda@animalrezq.org>
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Owner with a structurally sound enclosure large enough to accommodate the Dog in a
suitable manner.  

2. An Animal Owner must keep the premise where a Dog is kept free of Animal waste, garbage,
hazardous materials, insect infesta�on, and other debris that may endanger the Dog’s or
Cat’s health and safety.

3. An Animal Owner must provide an injured or sick Dog or Cat with adequate veterinary care
so as to prevent or stop suffering.

4. Abandonment: It is unlawful for any person to abandon any Dog or Cat for more than twenty-four
(24) hours off the Animal Owner’s premises within the Navajo Na�on without provision for
Adequate Care or control by another person. 

5. Animal Fights: It is unlawful for any person to promote, stage, hold, manage, conduct, par�cipate
in by any manner, or carry on any game, exhibi�on or contest in which one or more Dogs or Cats
are engaged for the purpose of injuring, killing, maiming or destroying themselves, or any other
animal. 

6. Animal Hoarding:  It is unlawful for any person to own or harbor six (6) or more Animals, and to
not provide them Adequate Care.

2. This Sec�on does not apply to the prac�ce of veterinary medicine as provided in any applicable Navajo
Na�on veterinary law.

3. Penal�es:
1. Any person in viola�on of Subsec�on 1714(A)(1) Cruelty will be fined a minimum of five hundred

dollars ($500.00) not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or sentenced to one year in jail
or both.

2. Any person in viola�on of Subsec�on 1714(A)(2) Moles�ng Dogs or Cats will be fined a minimum
of five hundred dollars ($500.00) not to exceed two thousand and five hundred dollars ($2,500.00)
or sentenced to six months in jail or both.

3. Any person in viola�on of Subsec�on 1714(A)(3) Neglect will be fined a minimum of two hundred
and fi�y dollars ($250.00) not to exceed five thousand ($5,000.00) or sentenced to six months in
jail or both.

4. Any person in viola�on of Subsec�on 1714(A)(4) Abandonment will be fined a minimum of five
hundred dollars ($500.00) not to exceed two thousand and five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) or
sentenced to six months in jail or both.

5. Any person in viola�on of Subsec�on 1714(A)(5) Animal Figh�ng will be fined a minimum of five
hundred dollars ($500.00) not to exceed two thousand and five hundred ($2,500.00) or sentenced
to six months in jail or both.

6. Any person in viola�on of Subsec�on 1714(A)(6) Animal Hoarding will be fined a minimum of five
hundred dollars ($250.00) not to exceed two thousand and five hundred dollars ($2,000.00) or
sentenced to six months in jail, or both.

7. In addi�on or in lieu of any other sentence the Court may impose, the Court may:
1. Order the defendant to par�cipate in community service. If the court does order community

service par�cipa�on, no such par�cipa�on shall occur at any humane society, Animal
Shelter or other facility where an Animal is present.

2. Order the defendant to par�cipate in an educa�onal class taught by the Animal Control
Division regarding the humane treatment of Animals. All costs of the educa�onal class shall
be borne by the defendant.

3. Order the defendant to undergo a psychiatric, psychological or mental health evalua�on,
and if warranted by the condi�on of the defendant, shall order the defendant to undergo
appropriate care or treatment.

4. Require a defendant to forfeit all legal interest of the defendant in the Animal subjected to
the viola�on. The court shall award all such legal interest to the Animal to a humane society,
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Animal Shelter or other organiza�on that has as its principal purpose the humane treatment
of Animals. 

5. Prohibit the defendant from owning, fostering, or ac�ng as a caretaker to Animals.
4. Courts may forfeit Animals under this Sec�on to the Navajo Na�on.

Respec�ully Submi�ed, Glenda S. Davis, RVT, MBA
Former Program Manager for the Veterinary & Livestock Program (2003-2016) and Animal Control Program 
(2016-2020)

"Healthy Animals, Healthy Families, Healthy Communities"
Glenda S Davis, RVT, MBA

Founder / President

Animal Rez-Q, Inc. (www.AnimalRezQ.org)

PO Box 387

Window Rock, AZ  86515

(928)

"Like us on FaceBook/AnimalRezQ"

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links.
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HEAL TH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 
January 19, 2022 

Legislation #0002-22: An Action Relating to the Resources and Development, the 

Health, Education, and Human Services, the Law and Order, and the Naabik'fyati' 

Committees, and to the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 17 of the Navajo Nation 

Code to Establish Criminal Penalties for Vicious Dog and Other Animal Attacks 

Sponsor: Delegate Eugene Tso Co-Sponsor(s): Delegate Eugenia Charles-Newton 

VOTE TALLY SHEET: 

Main Motion: 
Motion: Honorable Paul Begay, Jr. 
Second: Honorable Charlaine Tso 

Delegate Kee Allen Begay, Jr. 
Delegate Raymond Smith, Jr 

Yea: Paul Begay, Jr.; Carl R. Slater; Charlaine Tso; Pernell Halona 
Nay: 
Not Voting: Edison J. Wauneka (Presiding Chair Pro-Tempore) 
Excused: 
Absent: 
Vote: 4-0-0

1son J. Waune , Chair Pro-T 
Health, Educat n and Human S 
24th Navajo Nation Council 

ommittee 











24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 
ACTION REPORT 
Fourth Vear 2022 

The NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL to whom has been assigned: 

NAVAJO LEGISLATIVE BILL #0002-22 

An Action Relating to the Resources and Development, the Health, Education, and Human 

Services, the Law and Order, and the Naabik'iyati' Committees, and to the Navajo Nation 

Council; Amending Title 17 of the Navajo Nation Code to Establish Criminal Penalties for 

Vicious Dog and Other Animal Attacks 

Sponsored by Honorable Eugene Tso 
Co-Sponsored by Honorable Kee Allen Begay, Jr. 

Co-Sponsored by Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton 
Co-Sponsored by Honorable Raymond Smith, Jr. 

Has had it under consideration and reports the same that the legislation WAS TABLED. 

27 JANUARY 2022 

TABLING MOTION 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Motion to Table Legislation 0002-22 and bring back no later than NNC Spring Session to hold a 
LOC & RDC Joint Work Session and include the Prosecutors Office, Public Safety, Animal Control 

Program, Fish & Wildlife, Divisions and other programs/ departments provided in the RDC 
Committee Report, attached to the legislation, for possible recommendations and amendments 
Motioned by Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton 

Seconded by Honorable Elmer P Begay 

Vote: 14 Jn Favor, 09 Opposed (Speaker Damon Not Voting) 

Page 1 of 2 



AMENDMENT #1 
1. On page 4, line 23, after the word "nuisance" underline ": Vicious dogs" . 
2. On page 6, at line 28, between the words "provisions" and "herein" insert new underlined text: 

"in §486(8)(7), (8), and (9)" . 

3. Renumber or re-letter succeeding paragraphs, sections, and exhibits, as necessary and 

appropriate. The Navajo Nation Council hereby authorizes the Office of Legislative Services 

and the Office of Legislative Counsel to correct technical errors, consistent with the Council's 

intent in approving this Amendment. This Amendment supersedes all inconsistent language 
in any other Council Amendment. 

Motioned by Honorable Dame/ E. Tso 
Seconded by Honorable Edmund Yazzie 

Vote: 22 In Favor, 00 Opposed (Speaker Damon Not Voting) 

MAIN MOTION 

Motioned by Honorable Ed/son J Wauneka 
Seconded by Honorable Rickie Nez 

Vote: VOTE PENDING 
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NAVAJO MA TION 
989 

Navajo Nation Council 2022 Winter Session 

Amd#1 to Amd# On Page 4 , Line 23 , After the 

word "Nuisance" Underline. 

"Viciuos dogs" ... .. 

MOT Tso, D 

SEC Yazzie 

Yea: 22 

Begay, K 

Begay, P 

Yeas: 22 

Brown 

Charles-Newton 

Crotty 

Daniels 

Nay: 0 

Excused : 0 

Not Voting : 1 

Begay, E 

Nays: O 

Freeland, M 

Halona, P 

Henio, J 

James, V 

Nez, R 

Slater, C 

Presiding Speaker: Dam o n 

Excused: 0 

Smith 

Stewart, W 

Tso 

Tso, C 

Tso, D 

Not Vo·i: ing : 1 

Tso, E 

Wall<er, T 

Wauneka, E 
Yazzie 

Yellowhair 

1/27/2022 

05:24:52 PM 

PASSED 



990 

Navajo Nation Council 2022 Winter Session 

Amd# to Amd# 

MOT Charles-Newton 

SEC Begay, E 

Table Legislation 0002-22 no 

longer than NNC Spring Session 

Yeas: 1~- Nays: 9 Excuseci : 0 

Yea : 14 

Begay, E Daniels James , V 
Begay, K Freeland , M Nez, R 
Brown Halona, P Stewart, W 
Charles-1\lewton Henio, J 

Nay : 9 

Begay, P Smith Tso, D 
Crotty Tso Tso, E 
Slater, C 

Excused : 0 

f\!ot Voting : O 

Presiding Speaf{er: Damon 

No·t Voi:ing : 0 

Tso, C 

Wauneka, E 

Yellowhair 

Walker, T 

Yazzie 

1/27/2022 

05:4 ·1 :58 PfVI 

PASSED 
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LEGISLATION NO.: 0002-22 

SPONSOR: Honorable Eugene Tso 

4th Report 

TITLE: An Action Relating to the Resources and Development, the Health, 
Education, and Human Services, the Law and Order, and the Naabik'iyati' 
Committees, and to the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 17 of the 
Navaio Nation Code to Establish Criminal Penalties for Vicious Dog and Other 
Animal Attacks 

Posted: January 07, 2022 at 4:50 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: January 12, 2022 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 

Comments Opposing 

Comments/Recommendations 

cgis~Secreta 
Office of Legislative Services 

March 21, 2022; 10:40 AM 
Date/fime 
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None 

None 

1) Gertie White 
2) Leon Spencer 



Dog Control 

Gertie White <gerj.white@yahoo.com> 

Wed 3/16/2022 3:49 PM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Please allow this request to move forward and get approved. Too many dogs just wondering the Navajo Communities. 
No one is feeding the over population and they are starving and attacking the sheep. Number of dogs in one household 
needs to be addressed too. 

Thank you. 
WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 



Animal Control 

Leon Spencer <leon.spencer@navajochapters.org> 

Mon 3/21/2022 8:57 AM 

To:comments <comments@navajo-nsn.gov>; 

Honorable Delegates, 

We need to get aggressive on Animal Control, more funding is need to spay and neuter dogs mainly and cats. I've take my dogs and it is 
expensive, but I take care of my dogs. But, others are not able to pay. 

The other issues is, animal owners dropping of dogs anywhere and abandoned them to become feral. Stricter laws and penalties is needed 
for abandoning dogs on NN. 

One recommendation is putting cages at Chapter for dogs to be surrendered. Animal control can pick them up. There should be funding 
for this. Dog owners are able to surrender without fear and easier. 

Leon Spencer 
Chapter President 
Tiis Tsoh Sikaad Chapter 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 












