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PROPOSED NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - Fourth Year, 2022 

Introduced by: 

Tracking No. 

AN ACT 

Naabik'iyati' 

Navajo Natio 

RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT, BUDGET AND 

FINANCE, AND NAABIK'IY ATI' COMMITTEES, AND TO THE NAVAJO 

NATION COUNCIL; APPROVING $4,000,000 FROM THE UNRESERVED, 

UNDESIGNATED FUND BALANCE ("UUFB") FOR THE NAVAJO NATION 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WATER RIGHTS LITIGATION UNIT TO 

CONTINUE LITIGATING AND PROTECTING THE NAVAJO NATION'S 

WATER RIGHTS; WAIVING 12 N.N.C. §820(E), §820(F), §820(J), and §820(L) 

19 BE IT ENACTED: 

20 

21 SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

22 A. The Resources and Development Committee was established as a standing committee of 

23 the Navajo Nation Council with oversight over water matters and the authority to make 

24 recommendations to the Navajo Nation Council regarding proposed resolutions that 

25 required the Council's final approval to accomplish or impact the · Resources and 

26 Development Committee's purposes. 2 N.N.C. §500 (C)(l), §501(B)(4)(f). 

27 B. The Budget and Finance Committee was established as a standing committee of the Navajo 

28 Nation Council with the authority to review and recommend to the Council the budgeting, 

29 appropriation, investment and management of all funds. 2 N.N.C. §300(A), §301(B)(2). 

30 C. The Naabik'iyati' Committee was established as a standing committee of the Navajo 
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ommittee 
Thence 

ommittee 
Thence 

ommittee 
Thence 
Council 
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RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

FOURTH YEAR 2022 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mr. Speaker, 

The RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned: 

LEGISLATION #0045-22: AN ACT RELATING TO RESOURCES AND 
DEVELOPMENT, BUDGET AND FINANCE, AND NAABIK'IY ATI' 
COMMITTEES, AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; APPROVING 
$4,000,000 FROM THE UNRESERVED, UNDESIGNATED FUND BALANCE 
("UUFB") FOR THE NAVAJO NATION DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WATER 
RIGHTS LITIGATION UNIT TO CONTINUE LITIGATING AND 
PROTECTING THE NAVAJO NATION'S WATER RIGHTS; WAIVING 12 
N.N.C. § 820(E), § 820(F), § 820(J), AND § 820(L). Sponsor: Honorable 
Thomas Walker, Jr. 

Has had it under consideration and reports a DO PASS with no amendments. 

And thereafter the legislation was referred to the Budget and Finance Committee. 

Date: 
Location: 

Main Motion: 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rickie Nez, Chairperson 
Resources and Development Committee of 
the 24th Navajo Nation Council 

March 9, 2022-Regular Meeting (Teleconference) 
Resources and Development Committee also called in via teleconference 
from their location within the boundary of the Navajo Nation. 

M: Kee Allen Begay, Jr. S: Mark A. Freeland V: 5-0-1 (CNV) 
In Favor: Thomas Walker, Jr.; Kee Allen Begay, Jr.; Herman M. Daniels; Mark A. Freeland; 
Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 
Opposition: None 
Excuse: None 
Not Voting: Rickie Nez, Chairperson 
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(NOTE: VOTE TALLY attached hereto) 
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Date: 

RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

FOURTH YEAR 2022 

ROLL CALL 
VOTE TALLY SHEET 

LEGISLATION #0045-22: AN ACT RELATING TO RESOURCES AND 
DEVELOPMENT, BUDGET AND FINANCE, AND NAABIK'iYATI' 
COMMITTEES, AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; APPROVING 
$4,000,000 FROM THE UNRESERVED, UNDESIGNATED FUND BALANCE 
("UUFB") FOR THE NAVAJO NATION DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WATER 
RIGHTS LITIGATION UNIT TO CONTINUE LITIGATING AND 
PROTECTING THE NAVAJO NATION'S WATER RIGHTS; WAIVING 12 
N.N.C. § 820(E), § 820(F), § 820(J), AND § 820(L). Sponsor: Honorable 
Thomas Walker, Jr. 

March 9, 2022-Regular Meeting (Teleconference) 
Location: Resources and Development Committee also called in via teleconference 

from their location within the boundary of the Navajo Nation. 

Main Motion: 

M: Kee Allen Begay, Jr. S: Mark A. Freeland V: 5-0-1 (CNV) 
In Favor: Thomas Walker, Jr.; Kee Allen Begay, Jr.; Herman M. Daniels; Mark A. Freeland; 
Wilson C. Stewart, Jr. 
Opposition: None 
Excuse: None 
Not Voting: Rickie Nez, Chairperson 

Honorable Rickie, Chairperson 
Resources and Development Committee 

Rodney L. e, Legislative Advisor 
Office of Legislative Services 
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Mr. Speaker: 

24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

Fourth Year 2022 

The BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned 

NAVAJO LEGISLATIVE BILL# 0045-22: 
An Act Relating to Resources and Development, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' Committees, and 
the Navajo Nation Council; Approving $4,000,000 from the Unreserved, Undesignated Fund Balance 
("UUFB") for the Navajo Nation Department of Justice Water Rights Litigation Unit to Continue Litigating 
and Protecting the Navajo Nation's Water Rights; Waiving 12 N.N.C. § 820(E), § 820(F), § 820(J), and§ 
820(L) Sponsored by Thomas Walker, Jr., Council Delegate 

has had it under consideration and reports the same with the recommendation that It Do Pass with 
1 amendment. 
Amendment 1: 

1. On page 5, at lines 8-11, make the following changes: 
0. 0MB was asked for has prepared a budget impact analysis pursuant to 12 N.N.C. §820(M). 
This analysis may be proyided to the assigned Committees and the Na.¥ajo }fotion Counoil when 
this legislation is up for consideration. 0MB did indicate on the Section 164 revie\Y sheet that 
this funding request is "sufficient." EXHIBIT 4. EXHIBIT 6. 

2. Add as new EXHIBIT 6 the memorandum from Dominic Beyal, Executive Director of 0MB, 
dated February 10, 2022. 

3. Renumber or reletter succeeding paragraphs, sections, and exhibits, as necessary and appropriate. 
The Office of Legislative Services and the Office of Legislative Counsel are hereby authorized to 
make technical edits to this Legislation and its Exhibits to implement the Committee's intent in 
approving this Legislation. This Amendment shall supersede inconsistent language contained in 
any other Committee amendment, which language shall be conformed to the intent or language of 
this Amendment. 
Motion: Amber K. Crotty Second: Elmer P. Begay Vote:4-0 Yeas.-Elmer P. Begay, Nathaniel Brown, Amber K. Crotty, 
Raymond Smith. Jr.; Jimmy Yellowhair, excused 

And, therefore referred to the NAABIKIY ATI Committee 

Respectfully submitted, 

-=---:::---4:::-r-~---'"<---------
Jamie Henio, Chairman 

Not Adopted: ________ _ 
Legislative Advisor 

15 MARCH 2022 
The vote was 4 in favor O opposed yeas: Elmer P. Begay, Nathaniel Brown, Amber K Crotty, Raymond 
Smith, Jr.; Jimmy Yellowhair, excused 
Main Motion: Nathaniel Brown 
Second: Elmer P. Begay 



---== 

BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
15 MARCH 2022 

Regular Meeting 

VOTE TALLY SHEET: 

Legislation No. 0045-22: An Act Relating to Resources and Development, Budget and Finance, and 
Naabik'iyati' Committees, and the Navajo Nation Council; Approving $4,000,000 from the Unreserved, 
Undesignated Fund Balance ("UUFB") for the Navajo Nation Department of Justice Water Rights 
Litigation Unit to Continue Litigating and Protecting the Navajo Nation's Water Rights; Waiving 12 N.N.C. 
§ 820(E), § 820(F), § 820(J), and§ 820(L) Sponsored by Thomas Walker, Jr., Council Delegate 
Motion: Nathaniel Brown 
Second: Elmer P. Begay 
Vote: 4-0, Chairman not voting; with 1 Amendment 

Final Vote Tally: 

Jamie Henio 

Raymond Smith yea 
Jr. 
Elmer P. Begay yea 
Nathaniel Brown yea 
Amber K. Crotty yea 
Jimmy Yellowhair 

Excused: Jimmy Yellowhair 

Jamie Henio,~ 
Budget & Finance Committee 



EXHIBIT 

THE NAVAJO NATION 6 
JONATHAN NEZ I PRESIDENT MYRON LIZER I VICE PRESIDENT 

MEMORANDUM 

TO 

FROM 

DATE 

SUBJECT: 

e , xecutive Director 
anagement and Budget 

February 10, 2022 · 

Document No. 017837: Review of Supplemental Funding Request from the Undesignated, 
Unreserved Fund Balance (UUFB) for $4,000,000 for DOJ/Water Rights Litigation. 

The Office of Management and Budget (0MB) reviewed the proposed budget document and deems the 
document to be sufficient with the following comments. 

1. The Water Rights Claims Fund has an annual set-aside of $2,000,000. This amount is divided between 
three business unit numbers; 1) DOJ/Water Rights Litigation for $1,073,000; 2) DNR/Water Management 
Branch Water Rights for $637,000 and 3) Executive Offices/Water Rights Commission for $290,000. 

2. The $4 million supplemental request was reviewed by 0MB in December, 2021. Budget documents are 
sufficient. 

3. The $4 million proposal is to supplement the Water Rights Litigation. Following are the supplemental 
appropriations made to the Water Rights Litigation in addition to annual appropriations: 
a. In FY 2019, per resolution CS-68-18, $1 million was appropriated for the Water Rights Litigation. 
b. In FY 2020 per resolution CMA-33-20, $2 million was appropriated for the Water Rights Litigation. 
c. In FY 2021 per resolution CAP-20-21, $2 million was appropriated for the Water Rights Litigation. 

Note, this is becoming a recurring request from the Department of Justice. It seems the annual $2 million 
set-aside for Water Rights is insufficient to sustain the Water Rights Litigation activities. Leadership may 
need to re-evaluate this during the annual budget development process. 

Contact 0MB at (928) 871-6029/6470 if there are any questions and/or concerns regarding this 
memorandum. 

OFFICEOFMANAGEMENTANDBUDGET • P.O.Box646 • WINDOWROCK,,AZ. 86515 • (928)871-6470 
• WEBSITE: http://www.omb.navajo-nsn.gov 



24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 
NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE REPORT 

Fourth Year 2022 

The NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned: 

NAVAJO LEGISLATIVE BILL #0045-22 

An Act Relating to Resources and Development, Budget and Finance, and Naabik'iyati' 
Committees, and the Navajo Nation Council; Approving $4,000,000 from the Unreserved, 
Undesignated Fund Balance ("UUFB") for the Navajo Nation Department of Justice Water 
Rights Litigation Unit to Continue Litigating and Protecting the Navajo Nation's Water 
Rights; Waiving 12 N.N.C. § 820(E), § 820(F), § 820(J), and § 820(L) 

Sponsored by: Honorable Thomas Walker, Jr. 

Has had it under consideration and reports the same that the legislation WAS PASSED 
AND REFERRED TO THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL. 

14 April 2022 

MAIN MOTION 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Motioned by: Honorable Daniel E Tso 
Seconded by: Honorable Mark A. Freeland 
Vote: 17 In Favor, 00 Opposed (Chairman Damon Not Voting) 
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NAVAJO NATION 
1244 

Amd#toAmd# 

MOT Tso, D 

Naa'bik'iyati' Committee Regular Meeting 

New Business: Item D. 

-Legislation 0045-22: 

SEC Freeland, M 

Yeas: 17 

Yea: 17 

Begay, K 

Begay, P 
Charles-Newton 

Crotty 

Freeland, M 

Nay: 0 

Excused: 5 

Brown 

Daniels 

Not' Voting : 1 

Begay, E 

Approving $4,000,000 from the 

Unreserved, Undesignated ... 

Nays: 0 Excused: 5 

Halona, P Slater, C 

Henio, J Smith 

James, V Tso,D 

Nez,R Tso,E 

Stewart, W Tso,C 

Presiding Speaker: Damon 

Not Voting : 1 

Tso,O 

Walker, T 

Wauneka,E 

Yellowhair 

Yazzie 

4/14/2022 

09:21:49 PM 

PASSED 
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